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The Silver Cup

Written by 

Constance Leeds
So few novels exist for young adolescents that deal with the Crusades and man’s inhumanity to man in that era.  Because of my affinity for medieval stories, I loved this book even on an adult level.  The story was intriguing and had interesting subplots interwoven into the main story.  Constance Leeds writes beautifully of the life and circumstances of 15 year old Anna in 11th century Germany.  After the untimely death of Anna’s mother, Anna and her Dad move beside Anna’s mother’s sister and her family for assistance.  Aunt Agnes is a cruel woman and is suspected by Anna of an unspeakable crime when Agnes’ disabled youngest child disappears while in Agnes’ care.  The story involves the mysterious disappearance of another of the cousins, the discovery of a village pillaged by Crusaders who were eradicating Jews, the “adoption” of a Jewish girl, and the bravery of both girls’ convictions.  
SSR – I could hardly put the book down myself, so I can imagine that students would beg for chapters of this book every day! 
Guided Reading – Use this book to explore point of view; various means of character development; subplots; writer’s craft in dialogue; figures of speech; conflict of man vs. man.  This would be a great book to present in a readers’ theater format with some adaptations.    
Writing – Leeds uses an interesting mixture of sentence structures that you may want to analyze.  Try imitating her structures in your own model writing lessons.  Also, try personalizing another historical period by writing a story involving a character of the age of your students.  
Social Studies/History – This book provides an interesting look at the Crusades and can be compared to other travesties in history such as the persecution of Jews in WW II.  
Technology – Try mapping out the story through a Google Lit Trip to get students involved in this period of history.  Leeds is clear about the location of the action throughout Germany.  (If you don’t know about Google Lit Trips, you’ll want to go to www.googlelittrips.org and tour a few that have been created before you and your students create you own.  So much fun!)
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