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The Incredible Book Eating Boy
written and illustrated by

Oliver Jeffers
Henry loved books, but he didn’t love them like most of us.  He loved to EAT books—books of all kinds.  This book makes a point of what books do for us.  They make us smart.  We have to digest them the right way for them to nourish us.  And, we need a balanced diet of different genres.  Students—and adults—of all ages will enjoy this children’s book that ends with a great surprise—a huge chunk missing from the last pages and from the back cover.  

This book can be integrated into many literacy lessons, such as…

SSR – This is the perfect book to introduce why we read and how truly satisfying reading can be.  A great read-aloud!  

Guided Reading – Filled with cause and effect relationships; opportunities for making inferences abound in the words and the pictures; sequence is logical; and character development is unique.

Writing – This book could easily become a springboard to lots of stories.  What happens to a character that eats only mysteries, only the newspaper, or some other genre?  What other actions could be exaggerated such as the one in this book?  Also, explore the sentence structures to see how sophisticated they are and how they flow.  

Art and Literature – Why did the illustrator/writer choose the particular artwork for this book?  Why is it effective?    
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