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T4

written by

Ann Clare LeZotte
The first novel written by Ann Clare LeZotte is a beautiful book of poetry that tells a story of an unfortunate chapter of world history with its setting at the onset of WWII in Nazi Germany.  The odd title is the shortened address, Tiergartenstrasse 4, which housed Hitler’s project to extinguish all mentally ill and disabled people in an attempt to breed his perfect Aryan nation.  A young deaf girl tells the story of her fight for survival.  (note: The author/poet is also completely deaf.) The poetic free verse moves quickly but powerfully to share the unthinkable eugenics project.  This topic is far too mature for young students.  You might wish to share this with grades 4 and above, maybe most appropriately with middle school and above.  
This book can be integrated into many literacy lessons, such as…

SSR – Since we’re always looking for poetry to share with older students, T4 will be one that students won’t want you to stop reading.  It’s one of those “touch the heart” books for sure! 
Guided Reading – Use this book to explore point of view in poetry; character development; and chronological order in a unique format.  This would be a great book to present in a readers’ theater format or to have students practice reading with fluency for an oral presentation.  
Writing – T4 demonstrates how several short poems can become “chapters” of a complete story.  There are many unique features of this book—how the titles are incorporated into the poems, the phrasing, the verses and the figures of speech.    

Social Studies/History – T4 offers a young person’s point of view of the travesties of WWII.       
Technology – Try mapping out the poems through a Google Lit Trip to get students involved in this period of history.  (If you don’t know about Google Lit Trips, you’ll want to go to www.googlelittrips.org and tour a few that have been created before you and your students create you own.  So much fun!)
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